
New volunteer Town Councillors take first opportunity to fill vacancies      
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South Norfolk Council has     

negotiated the final     

requirements before legal 

handover scheduled for 

early 2020.   

Although it’s been accessible for many years there is scope 

for improvements. A Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

has been established to initiate projects and work on a    

management plan for its upkeep. We will appoint a trustee to 

represent the Town Council. One of the ideas is to clear a 

footpath to Snake’s Hills Woods managed by the Woodland 

Trust to create a circular walk with stunning views.   

   

New Chairman   

I am honoured to be in this position      

following the sad resignation of         

Councillor Sharon Blundell in September.  

I was extremely sorry that Sharon had  

resigned her position as a Town         

Councillor and, therefore as Chairman of 

the Council, a position that she held with 

great success and passion. She has been 

a strong and compassionate advocate 

of all residents of Costessey and she will be sorely missed on 

the Town Council. I am sure she will continue her passionate               

representation of all things Costessey in her continuing role as 

District Councillor.  

I have lived in Costessey for six years, having moved here,  

with my wife, from Buckinghamshire, following my retirement 

from a  career working for multinational companies.  

After settling in to this wonderful part of the country, about 

three years ago I became actively involved in a group       

opposed to a development in the Tud Valley. In close            

cooperation with Costessey Town Council, and other local 

groups, we managed to save our precious river valley from 

development. This involvement gave me an insight into how 

housing development often progresses too far ahead of the 

necessary infrastructure that we all need to live our lives   

comfortably. It gave me an appetite to “get  involved” and    

I am very pleased that I was able to be elected both to Town 

Council and to District Council at last May’s local elections.      

I am here to represent all residents of Costessey and as a 

team of staff & volunteers we are all here to help you when  

we can.                              Terry Laidlaw Chairman   

 

    City Footballer visits Youth Club     

Queen’s Hills Community Park  

Volunteering isn’t just litter picking!        

Once registered we can support you with the appropriate 

training and equipment. We can also help by putting you in 

touch with our community groups who are seeking support. 

Our annual fete can offer plenty of opportunities and our 

sponsors provide your lunch.             

Parking Marshalls  

Bin emptying  

Programme sales       

Site safety 

Stall holder’s liaison    

During the Autumn we replaced the 

older green street lights like the one     

pictured and updated the lanterns to 

LED. All of our 189 lights dim between 

midnight & 5:30am to save on energy 

costs. It was a more complex project 

than anticipated, and the £167,400 

grant has been spent. Feedback on 

the new lights has been really positive. 

Thanks for your patience.        
The Cossey Posse welcomed former Canaries Striker 

Jordan Rhodes to a Monday night session during the 

summer and he was up for a game of table tennis.  

Funded by the Town Council and supported by     

volunteers, a youth club runs every Monday in     

Costessey (term-time only, excluding Bank Holidays) 

Contact Lead Organiser Kerry 07887 950002                  
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Re-use and recycle       

The May Fete & Fair is always a huge success bringing the 

community together. Many stalls and attractions have  

already committed so its time to add the dates to your 

calendar. It’s free entry with parking £2.      

The Greatest Showman Sing-Along  

Our first ever Outdoor Film Show!  

Saturday 23rd May Gates and bar open at 7pm 

Celebrating 10 years since the Costessey Centre      

opened in May 2010    

Presentations start at approx. 9pm -  Film starts at 9:15pm     

A small selection of food outlets including popcorn..!  

Free tickets will be available from 1st March 2020 via 

         www.eventbrite.co.uk         

Sunday 24th May Gates and bar open 12noon to 10:15pm      

All the usual fun of the fair and a chance to look at over 

100 stalls. You can also take a pony ride and try out the 

narrow gauge railway.            

Main stage has entertainment throughout the day with 

live bands from 6pm.          

One lucky resident will win a 

hamper of gifts donated by 

traders, and set off the       

fireworks at 10pm 

Monday 25th May Gates and bar open 12noon to 5pm       

Different entertainment on the stage and some              

alternative stalls will be on-site. The popular Dog Show 

starts at 2pm with registration from 12:15pm.      

          To book a stall email costesseyfete@yahoo.co.uk       

 

 

Annual May Fete with added attractions        

Support us in 2020! With thousands of visitors over the 

weekend you can advertise with banners and  leaflets. 

For details of terms email costesseyfete@yahoo.co.uk   

We wish to thank the following for their contribution in 2019.  

Carter Heating Services   Gordon Barber Funeral Homes    

Pymm & Co Estate Agents  The Wrap Bar  Norton Legal    

BBT Group Copiers  TTJ Electrical Ltd  

    Norwich Washroom  Gingerlilly Designs    

We haven't increased our charges for Private Hire this 

year and introduced a 20% discount on Friday, Saturday 

& Sunday evenings.   

The Stafford Hall at The Costessey Centre (pictured) is 

now only £51 for four hours, with an extension until 

11:30pm on a Friday or midnight on a Saturday for £26.       

Book your party early to avoid disappointment.   

A bar is provided by the Whitwell & Reepham                

Preservation Trust. A £195 bar deposit is payable, but 

returned to the hirer when sales reach this amount.              

We support our regular hirers with discounted rates, as  

they offer a service to the community.  

There is a choice of eight rooms at three venues.     

01603 742958  info@costesseytc.org   www.costessey.org.uk   

The Norfolk directory is a useful online directory that 

can be used to find a range of clubs, groups and     

services across Norfolk. The search results can be      

narrowed to list those organisations within 1, 5 or 10 

miles of your postcode. 

 www.norfolk.gov.uk/norfolk-directory 

20% Off Venue Hire         

  Bouncy Castles welcome 



Remembrance Day 2019    

 

 

The Costessey & District Branch of the Royal British 

Legion sent their thanks to the Town Council for the 

£50 donation towards the Poppy Appeal. They work 

hard to promote their Branch Community Support 

Programme and over £20,000 was raised locally.                 

Every year we award small grants or signpost groups to 

other funds available. Recently we’ve helped the 

Queen’s Hill Primary School with a donation towards 

travel costs for their visit to a London partner school.   

We are also pleased to be supporting a monthly        

get together at Breckland Hall called ’Tea & Talk.’                 

The informal club received a grant towards hall hire 

costs and welcome support. Just turn up for a warm 

welcome or contact Tina Carter on 07979642115  

Next club 10am on Wednesday 19th Feb & 18th March.                      

BBC Norfolk Radio Presenters Rob Butler and Chris 

Goreham were delighted to attend an evening with 

the Costessey Society to talk about Norwich City     

Football Club. This year’s events will include a social        

evening, a presentation by Professor Tom Williamson on 

Norfolk Gardens and Designed Landscapes, and the 

history of the Burston Strike School by Anne May.         

 Contact Viv Bell on 01603 743366                

Congratulations Viv & Gotcha Roy!           

Former Town Council   

Chairman & District     

Councillor Viv Bell is now 

an Honorary Alderman in 

recognition of the eminent  

services she rendered 

while a Member of South 

Norfolk Council.   

Roy Howard (left) receiving  

a surprise Certificate of 

Achievement from           

Volunteer Town Council  

Archivist Paul Cooper.     

Together they run the   

Memories Group who meet  

at the Owen Barnes Room.                   

The Costessey Society             

Norfolk ACF has had a detachment in Costessey since 

the late 1960s. It has also been a very loyal weekly  

hirer of the since the Costessey Centre since in 

opened in 2010. The Army Cadet Force in UK aims to 

inspire young people between the ages of 12 and 

18  to develop themselves, challenge their limits,     

unlock their talents and shape their own futures.    

Core activities include drill and turnout, navigation,          

expedition training, first aid, physical training and    

being a cadet in the community. These skills are      

essential to the development of well-rounded and   

community conscientious young people.   

 www.armycadets.com/county/norfolk-acf 

 

Rob Butler officially opened the Queen’s Hills 

Community Centre in September 2014.  

     The village sign is on Townhouse Road   

   35 years of Bingo at Breckland Hall              

 

 

 

Mike Tomlinson has been running the Bingo club every Friday 

from 7pm 52 weeks of the year at Breckland Hall. However, as 

Christmas Day falls on a Friday this year Mike will be having a 

week off!  The new stage curtains have made a real difference 

and we would like to thank District Councillor Sharon Blundell 

for arranging a grant to cover part of the cost. Can you           

believe five years have elapsed since volunteers (pictured) 

painted an underground style map of Costessey on the stage 

wall. You can hire the hall from £32 for four hours.                         



Greenhills Woods - The Past      

During the first week of September, a total                                                                                                                     

of forty-five volunteer employees from a                                                                                                                     

Norwich company, JLL, worked over a period of three days in East Hills Wood on a conservation project to  

create a recreational/educational clearing in a heavily overgrown area of this Costessey woodland.            

After some further work, it is hoped that we can use this area to offer educational sessions in woodland       

ecology and conservation, as well as basic bushcraft, to schools, youth groups such as Cubs and Brownies, as 

well as to families and any other groups, regardless of age or ability, who may welcome such opportunities.  

This project is in response to the award of Pocket Parks Plus funding to enable the development of green  

spaces for the benefit of the local community.  

The project has been coordinated by South Norfolk Council, Groundworks East and Friends of Tud Valley    

Conservation Volunteers, in conjunction with Norwich Fringe Project who provided tools, materials and training 

for the volunteer force. As well as clearing vegetation, fallen branches and illegally tipped garden waste, 

members of the team worked to create dead hedging, and to erect post and rail fencing and gate.             

Later in November, there were opportunities for community groups and individuals to assist with planting    

wildlife-friendly saplings, provided free by the Woodland Trust, to enrich and create a secluded boundary to 

the area. If you would like to register an interest in the educational opportunities for your group, or if you would 

like to get involved in assisting with the development and management of this area, and contact                       

     Pauline Williamson  01603 742491 p_m_williamson@hotmail.com  

The wood originally owned by the Costessey Estate, 

was known as Coney Hills in the Manorial Records of 

1587, has always been accessible from Townhouse 

Road and The Croft.  Stanley Howes, a motor engi-

neer bought the community woodland and on his 

death in 1961 his widow Violet sold it to the Forestry 

Commission for a shilling. Around this  period a hec-

tare of Corsican Pine was planted at the top of the 

woodland. In 1985 ownership was transferred to the 

Town Council, ensuring it would be retained as a 

recreational space.  On safety grounds, as they are 

beyond their ecological life span, nearly a hectare 

of Corsican Pine has been felled and the site 

cleared ready for re-planting.                      

Greenhills Woods - The Future            

The debris will be cleared and a specialist piece of     

machinery will grind the stumps.  

Working with local tree wardens we have secured    

funding to re-plant over a thousand broadleaves.  

Soon we will be contacting residents in the vicinity with 

our ideas, as they are the most frequent users. We will 

also contact local stakeholders as we seek to arrange 

some activities during the autumn re-planting.  

We also want to share our ideas, involve the community  

and create a long lasting memory for future generations.  

Some of our football pitches are unplayable as the 

‘Chafer Grub’ came to visit for the first time since 

2011.  A chafer grub is the larval stage of a chafer 

beetle. They are white C-shaped grubs with a 

brown head and 3 pairs of legs at the front of their 

body. Other areas in Norfolk have been affected 

and we are looking into Irrigation Measures to     

reduce the likelihood of a reoccurrence.       

Chafer Grub invades Longwater Lane Grounds            

 

Tree felling is complete at the very top of Greenhills Woods    

A five and a half mile circular walk                                                                     

takes you through parts of New &                                                           

Old Costessey including Greenhills                                           

Woods. The nearby site of the old Hellesdon Station is brimming 

with history. Marriott’s Way follows the western bank and              

floodplain of the River Wensum. Car Parking is available at our 

site on Gunton Lane off Norwich Road.              

   www.marriottsway.info 



Help us crackdown on fly tipping           

 

Developer’s Commitments      

 

Annually the County Council give us the opportunity to 

bid for a grant towards local highway improvements.        

This year we are seeking to   

deter rat-running with speed 

humps on Gurney Road,   

Crown Road and Sunny Grove  

 

Some Planning Applications attract the levy collected by 

South Norfolk Council, who then give the Town Council 

15%.  We recently decided to allocate funds to improve 

Queen’s Hills Play Areas as soon as we finalise legal          

ownership. This financial year we have received £10,030 

to add to a total of £29,194 to spend.       

A resident of Costessey was tracked down following    

discovery of documentation in a fly-tip at one of our 

lovely woodlands. She paid someone £40 to take away 

her old kitchen, but has now had to pay £240 to cover 

our losses. Before you let someone other than South    

Norfolk Council take away your waste you should:  

• Ask to see the person’s waste carriers licence     

issued by the Environment Agency. If they don’t 

have a licence, don’t use them. To check if    

someone has a valid licence you can contact    

the Environment Agency.  

• Ask where they will be taking the waste 

• Keep a record of any paperwork they give you   

including their name, address and waste carriers 

licence number.  

If you pay someone to take away your waste who isn’t a 

registered waste carrier and your waste is fly tipped, you 

will be responsible for this and fined up to £5,000. 

Built around 1840, the Grade Two Listed Cottages are    

situated at the top of a hill. The former Dairy and     

Riding School has seen all 1,800 homes, a Community 

Centre and a Primary School built at Queen’s Hills.   

Connecting Ringland Lane 

to Poethlyn Drive on 

Queen’s Hills, everything 

appears to be ready.   

County Council Officers are 

still trying to persuade a bus operator to use the lane. 

It’s now been thirteen years since the first homes were 

occupied on Queen’s Hills.                             

Growth continues, with Hampden View at Lodge Farm 

on Dereham Road progressing at pace and the   

Woodlands Development off Townhouse Road almost 

complete. Queen’s Hills developers are finalising their 

obligations and a planning application is pending for 

three retail units and 25 dwellings with parking to the 

east of the Queen’s Hills Primary School .  

The wider benefits provided by the developers are   

accessible to the whole community and will include:  

Queen’s Hills Community Park, Woodland Walks,   

Open Spaces and Play Areas.     

Improvements to facilities at Breckland Park using 

£53,800 from Developers who will also provide a small 

play area on Kost Road off Townhouse Road.  

Football Pitches, Allotments, Open Spaces and a 300 

square metre Community building towards the south   

of Taylor Wimpey’s Hampden View development          

accessed from Britannia Way.      

Bid for £10,000 towards Speed Humps    

Model Farmhouse        

Community Infrastructure Levy  

Queen’s Hills Bus Lane      

Thanks from all of us below to 

South Norfolk Council for     

arranging free Dementia 

Awareness Training.       

New Dementia Café opening at the Costessey Centre 

on the 4th Thursday of each month 10am to 12noon   



About us  

 

TOWN COUNCILLORS FOR COSTESSEY  

Iftekhar Alam 35, Valley Road 07973 870113 

John Amis 96, Olive Road 746665 (Vice-Chairman) 

Mark Bedford 32, Bottom Breck Close 749833  

Gary Blundell 37, Kestrel Avenue 741097 

Dan Burrill 11, Jerningham Road 449840  

Fiona Carter 67, Peacock Grove 746168    

Glenys Dole Folgate Lane 07423 560969 

Tim East 7, St Walstans Close 743241  

John Flowerdew  38, Ruskin Road  07976 545699 

Libby Glover 78, Middleton Crescent 748374  

Sheila Hannant 88, Longwater Lane 743444 

Graham Jones  457 Dereham Road 742791 

Sheila Jones  457 Dereham Road 742791 

Jacqui Knights Queen’s Hills Resident  

Terry Laidlaw 3, Hill Top Drive 271687 (Chairman)    

Sheila Long Old Costessey Resident 07714 785545 

Chris Mahn 34 Silvo Road  07785 384711 

John Newby 6, Carr’s Hill Close 746328  

Patrick O’Connor 144, Gunton Lane 748339     

   

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS FOR COSTESSEY 

New Costessey Ward 

John Amis  96, Olive Road 746665  

Dan Burrill 11, Jerningham Road 449840  

Old Costessey Ward (includes Queen’s Hills) 

Sharon Blundell 37, Kestrel Avenue, Queen’s Hills 741097 

Libby Glover 78, Middleton Crescent 748374  

Terry Laidlaw 3, Hill Top Drive 271687  

 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR FOR COSTESSEY 

Tim East 7, St Walstans Close 743241  

 

COUNCIL STAFF   

Town Clerk - Hilary Elias      Deputy Clerk - Nigel Bailey 

Clerk’s Assistants - 

Maggie Vozza, Emma Savage & Debbie Bowles 

Head Groundsman - Barry Barber 

Groundsman/Handy Person - Steven Lester 

COUNCIL VOLUNTEERS  

Tree Warden - Pauline Williamson    

Archivist  - Paul Cooper     

We are always seeking volunteers and can                          

provide the relevant training and equipment. 

Published by Hilary Elias, Town Clerk       

E: info@costesseytc.org   

T: 01603 742958 

@CostesseyTC 

www.costessey.org.uk  

At our first meeting in the new year we finalised our 

2020/21 Budget with an aim of not making any cuts to 

the local services we provide. Just a 2.5% increase will 

generate an additional £16,150. The £2.96 per annum  

increase relates to the charge applied to two adults    

living in a Band D dwelling. The vast majority of homes 

pay less, as they are in Bands A, B & C.  You can find a 

full breakdown of our budget on our website.   

We welcome Jacqui Knights as a Town Councillor    

following the Queen’s Hills Ward by-election on 7th 

November. Two candidates received 277 votes from 

an electorate of 3,063. Jacqui moved to Queen’s Hills 

with her husband and baby in 2014.                       

Jacqui is passionate about supporting community   

engagement and events in our area.        

This newsletter gets posted by 

Royal Mail to over 7,500        

dwellings in Costessey. To help 

cover the costs, for the first time 

we are seeking a regular            

advertiser.           

Council Tax was introduced in1993 following the      

abolition of the Poll Tax. One of the key features which 

has remained consistent is the 25% discount for sole  

occupancy and additional reductions if you have a 

low income. It’s always worth applying for help,         

especially if your income reduces at any point.            

Some discounts and exemptions apply regardless of 

your income and savings. One of our Town Councillors  

helped a neighbour claim a sizeable reduction as their 

partner had a permanent severe mental impairment. 

Discounts can also assist if your home has been 

adapted for someone with a disability and all tax     

payers can now spread payments over twelve months, 

instead of the traditional ten.                                          

  www.south-norfolk.gov.uk  


