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New volunteer Town Councillors take first opportunity to fill vacancies      
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Passionate residents worked together with the Town 

and District Councils, Friends of the Tud Valley group 

and the Costessey Society, presenting a case to the 

Planning Inspector who dismissed the appeals for the   

development of 83 dwellings and recreational walks in 

Costessey’s sensitive river valley.  

A huge groundswell of opinion against the applications 

emerged, with hundreds of objections to the proposals 

and residents attending public meetings. Supported by 

these objections, Farmland Road Action Group (FRAG)

was formed to fight to protect the treasured river      

valley, with its sensitive landscape and rural character, 

and to preserve the strategic gap between Old and 

New Costessey.   

Originally Planning Officers recommended approval 

but the Planning Committee unanimously voted to   

reject the applications, persuaded by the efforts of 

FRAG, the Friends of the Tud Valley and the Town 

Council of the detriment the applications would cause 

to our precious river valley and its stunning views. 

The various groups within Costessey have been working 

hard since 2015 to achieve this result. FRAG raised well 

over £9,000 for independent experts to produce       

detailed brochures and technical evidence in defence 

of the sensitive River Tud valley in Costessey, while      

Costessey Town Council paid £4,820 for expert          

witnesses to appear at the two-day official hearing.   

The Inspector was not persuaded that the proposed 

new planting would mitigate the effects on the river 

valley landscape and also felt that the site was not a 

sustainable place for residents under the Equality Act, 

because the gradient of Farmland Road meant that 

the site was not accessible, and would disadvantage 

those who were not mobile and who would require the 

use of vehicles to access local services.   

Free fun along the River Tud Valley  

  Gunton Lane is always a popular choice for a picnic       

Our two-day fete is held on our Longwater Lane Grounds 

which run alongside the River Tud. See inside for details.                

Queen’s Hills Community Park    

Formerly known locally as 

the Queen’s Hills Country 

Park, a Charitable          

Incorporated Organisation 

has been established in  

order to enhance and 

maintain the area. We will     

appoint a Town Councillor 

to report back on progress.                 

    



Re-use and recycle       

I am proud and honoured to have been the Chairman 

of Costessey Town Council for the past 

year. I have worked alongside 16          

fantastic volunteer councillors who have 

very different views on all types of topics 

we have to discuss in meetings, which 

makes us a great working team and I 

would like to thank them for all their hard work over the 

last year. Duncan Lister and David Gunby did not stand 

for the 2019 elections and Louise Gibbs-Kneller was  

unsuccessful with her campaign. Their input in our 

meetings was invaluable and will be missed.  

I would also like to thank all staff members, Hilary the 

Town Clerk, who keeps us all in order and works        

tirelessly to help make Costessey a great community. 

Nigel our Deputy Clerk, along with his other daily duties, 

keeps all residents updated by producing the         

Costessey Contact, updating our new Facebook 

page, Twitter feed and website, which does still need 

some work on it. Debbie who has recently been given 

the role of Buildings Officer alongside Assistant Clerk, 

who is working hard to keep our buildings in great   

condition so all residents can enjoy using them.         

Emma and Maggie who continue to keep our           

accounts in order, alongside taking bookings for our 

halls on our new updated booking system, which is 

more streamlined and easier for staff members to use 

and, last but not least, Barry and Steve who keep our 

grounds in excellent condition all year round. 

More thanks go to our District Councillors Vivienne Bell, 

John Amis and Andrew Pond who have worked very 

hard over the last year. Sadly Vivienne Bell did not 

stand for re-election this year and she has served our 

community not only as a District Councillor but also a 

Town Councillor for many years, and was the Chairman 

of Costessey Town Council for four years from 2011 to 

2015.  I wish to thank her personally for all her hard work 

and the commitment she has given. 

I know it is getting very hard to keep community groups 

running due to funding issues, but these are vital       

services in our community to prevent isolation, social 

barriers, and to give support and I would like to thank 

all these groups on behalf of Costessey Town Council 

and the volunteers who give up their time to run these 

groups in our community centres and other places in 

Costessey. I would like to also thank all residents who 

also give up their time to volunteer in other                

organisations around Norfolk - you all make a great 

difference in people’s lives. 

 

Outdoor Ping Pong Coming Soon  

 

 

In May 2018 we held our annual Fete which was a     

massive success and many people attended. I would 

like to personally thank Stewart Blackburn for arranging 

the attendance of General, the Lord Dannat, and for 

organising the parade with veterans from Costessey.       

Street Lights: - We are still waiting for South Norfolk to 

hand over the streetlights we agreed to take on.          

As soon as we have taken on the responsibility we will 

be replacing those streetlights that have been capped.  

I have had the privilege of handing out certificates on 

two occasions this year to the local art group who run in 

the Costessey Centre; you would not think the artwork 

came from amateurs, it was fantastic and the students 

should be very proud of what they have achieved. 

At the annual Costessey Remembrance Day Parade I 

was very honoured to lead the Parade with my family 

and Stewart Blackburn who organises this every year, so 

thanks must go to him. It was lovely to see so many 

groups and residents walk to St Edmund’s Church and 

remember people who had fought for us over the years. 

Farmland Road:  Last month, as most of you are aware, 

the Farmland Road planning application rejected by 

South Norfolk Council was appealed by the developer. 

The appeal was dismissed with the great work of Steve 

Codman, Terry Laidlaw, Hilary Elias, John Newby and  

Tim East, and the support of many residents and the two 

District  Councillors Murray Gray and Alison Thomas.                  

I would like to welcome new and old councillors and 

hope we can all work together along with residents for 

the better of Costessey over the next four years.  

Chairman’s Annual Report 2019 Cllr Sharon Blundell    

We will be responsible for the   

Play Areas at Queen’s Hills soon.  

The Denes Open Space off  

Coronach Close will host      

outdoor Table Tennis.                  

Stewart Blackburn (left)     

Chairman of the          

Costessey & District Branch 

of The Royal British Legion 

receiving a framed picture 

& DVD of the November 

Remembrance Parade 

from former Town Cllr and 

Honorary Archivist Paul 

Cooper.       



Finance Report by the Town Clerk and Town Council’s Responsible Financial Officer Hilary Elias   

Services to the Community  

Costessey TC provides many local services and owns 

around 90 acres of open spaces including woodlands, 

playing fields and parks with play equipment.                

We provide grit bins, litter bins, dog bins and benches 

and maintain bus shelters.  We are the local Burial        

Authority and maintain the cemetery in Longwater Lane 

and the closed churchyard at St Edmund’s.  We own, 

maintain and hire out rooms at Breckland Hall, the Owen 

Barnes Room, the Costessey Centre and Queen’s Hills 

Community Centre. We provide substantially more     

public services and facilities than many surrounding    

parishes and have nine members of staff, some            

part-time. Our councillors are unpaid volunteers and do 

not receive allowances. 

2018-19 

Looking back at last year’s report it appears that not 

much has changed!  We are still awaiting the transfer of 

the play areas and linear parks at Queen’s Hills; at 

Greenhills Woods the Corsican Pine trees have more or 

less been removed, the next step is replanting with native 

species; the cemetery extension at Longwater Lane to 

include natural burials is almost at the planning             

application stage; and Council are considering                  

replacement equipment at Breckland for both the trim 

trail and skatepark areas.   

The biggest issue facing the Town Council this year has 

been the proposed  transfer of streetlights. Also known as 

parish lights or footway lights this proposal has taken up a 

huge amount of councillor and staff time, and we are still 

working our way through all the details.  The original     

proposal to transfer 226 parish lights which South Norfolk 

Council managed was complicated by the fact that 

many stood on land or were attached to buildings 

which, in the past, had been owned by South Norfolk, 

but had been transferred to Housing Associations and, by 

implication, could have been bought under the Right to 

Buy scheme.   

Our solicitor’s advice was to take on ONLY those lights 

which were definitely on publicly owned land and to 

avoid anything on sites which had been transferred to 

other organisations.  This reduced the number of lights to 

be transferred to about 189 and several calculations and 

recalculations were made with regard to the running 

costs and transfer sum from SNC.  The target date for 

transfer became 1 April 2019, but even this has slipped, 

though the contract is ready. 

 

2019-20 

With the Ordinary Elections on 2 May we now have 19 

Town Councillors rather than 16, arranged by three 

wards, rather than two. Councillors  should be         

commended for giving a great deal of their time freely 

for their community.  In the coming weeks they will 

need to consider previous unfinished projects and other 

future projects in a new 4-year plan. 

New councillors will need supporting with training and 

IT, so I expect to spend a larger proportion of the   

budget on training and tablet devices for electronic 

communications in the first year of the new Council’s 

four-year term.   

Community halls in general do not cover their costs 

and our halls are no exception. We expect to spend 

even more money on maintenance of the halls as 

equipment is out of warranty and costs of             

maintenance contracts rise.  

The shortfall between our income and expenditure is 

made up by the Precept, the amount collected 

through Council Tax.  We no longer receive a Precept 

Support Grant, which was designed as compensation 

for a reduction in the tax base following the change in 

the way benefits were calculated, so we are             

dependent on the Council Tax we receive to be able 

to provide our services.   

Because Council decided to take on only a proportion 

of the 226 Streetlights from SNC, the Special Levy of 

£5.01 (for a Band D) which South Norfolk charged all 

Costessey residents for those lights will be transferred 

proportionately to CTC’s Council Tax at £4.21. It will   

appear as a notional 3.8% increase on the Council Tax 

Bill, BUT IN FACT IS A DIRECT TRANSFER OF THE LEVY    

PREVIOUSLY PAID TO SNC. 

CTC HAS NOT MADE ANY INCREASE TO COUNCIL TAX TO 

COVER THE COSTS OF INFLATION OR SERVICES.             

THE NOTIONAL INCREASE IS A TRANSFER OF TAX.  

 

You can find full details of the 2018/19 Accounts and our 

2019/20 Budget on our website. Legislation means we 

are required to publish a list of payments over £500, with 

the exception of staff salaries and pensions, where we 

provide the annual budget.                                                     

We welcome enquiries around all aspects of our work.                 



Multi-Agency Action Day at Longwater     

Last month several agencies targeted the road       

network around Costessey using Longwater as a base 

for off-road checks to vehicles.  

Officers worked alongside colleagues from South    

Norfolk Council, Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency 

and HM Revenue and Customs. Three producer      

notices were issued to persons  transporting waste 

without authority.  One male was arrested on           

suspicion of drug driving and ten drivers were issued 

with Traffic Offence Reports for offences including 

driving while using a mobile phone, driving without a 

seatbelt, illegal tinted windows and tyre defects.   

Archive picture from 

1998 - Official    

naming of the new 

road at Longwater 

by Cllr Tim East.        

It was well before 

the Next store and 

slip road were built.           

Highway Inspections and Improvements       

We report everything you tell us about and every six 

months a Town Councillor joins County Councillor Tim East 

and the Highway Engineer for a visual tour. Highway 

Rangers undertake general maintenance like repairing 

kerbs, cleaning signage and flushing drains and gullies.   

As part of a mutual agreement our sub-contractor cuts 

the grass verges around 12 times a year.  

 

Responsibility for some areas can be complex and we   

assist if we can. Certainly the transfer of 189 Street Lights 

means there will be confusion over responsibility. We will 

ensure new stickers are on our columns and continue to 

hold lists of others. Some roads are still un-adopted and 

are maintained by developers and some residents pay 

service charges for communal areas.                            

County & Town Councillor Tim East has arranged for the 

reduction in speed limit along Townhouse Road which will 

be introduced soon.       

Seven years ago 

volunteers planted         

thousands of        

daffodils to mark 

the Queen’s      

Diamond Jubilee.    



We enjoy hosting a Mardle or Special Occasion        

Many of our community groups love to meet up for a 

chat and cuppa on a regular basis. Our halls are     

available for any private or corporate function and   

regular community groups and exercise classes receive 

priority hire and a discount. The Costessey Society was 

established over forty years ago with one of its           

objectives being to foster a community spirit.           

Membership is open to all and it meets monthly at The 

Costessey Centre on a Friday evening for talks,     

presentations, film shows and social evenings. Visitors 

are welcome to attend if they are simply interested in a 

particular subject or want to find out more.  

Developer’s Commitments    

Road Shows   

The section of dual carriageway along the A1074 is due 

for completion mid-June. The Norfolk Show will soon be 

upon us and due to the sheer numbers of people visiting 

the show, it is inevitable that the local road network will 

be affected.  The roads will be extremely busy at key 

times: 07:00 – 12:00 and 15:00 – 19:30. If possible, we    

recommend you travel outside these times, although we  

realise this is not always practical.  Full details of the    

Traffic Control Arrangements can be found on our     

website www.costessey.org.uk/community-updates  

Comments on how you felt the management of traffic 

worked can be emailed to info@rnaa.org.uk   

 

 

 

We are working with Taylor Wimpey to provide a new  

area of allotments on a piece of land to the south of their 

site called ‘Hampden View’ which, when finished, will be 

accessed from Britannia Way. The recreational area will 

also host football pitches and a pavilion. A fresh water 

supply to the allotments and a toilet facility has been   

requested. Costessey Parochial Charity manage the    

existing allotments accessed from West End and we help 

with the administration. At Queen’s Hills we were pleased 

to allow a resident the opportunity to grow produce on a 

small area at the rear of the Community Centre.                             

Readers may recall we unsuccessfully opposed the      

development of 62 homes being built on Kost Road off 

Townhouse Road. Bennett Homes are in the final stages of 

building and as part of a planning obligation will provide 

£53,815 towards the upkeep of recreational facilities.  

New equipment at Breckland Park will offer different   

challenges to users and additionally we have £19,164 of 

Community Infrastructure Levy to spend on improvements 

to your facilities, so please let us have your ideas.           

     South Norfolk House, Swan Lane, Long Stratton  

Breckland Hall, NR5 0RW Monday 24th June     



About us  

 NEW COSTESSEY WARD TOWN COUNCILLORS  

           * Denotes newly elected Town Councillor      

* Iftekhar Alam  

John Amis 96, Olive Road 746665 

Mark Bedford 32, Bottom Breck Close 749833  

Dan Burrill 11, Jerningham Road 449840 

Graham Jones 457, Dereham Road 742791    

* Sheila Jones  

Terry Laidlaw 3, Hill Top Drive 271687 

Patrick O’Connor 144, Gunton Lane 748339  

OLD COSTESSEY WARD TOWN COUNCILLORS   

* Glenys Dole   

Tim East 7, St Walstans Close 743241  

Libby Glover 78, Middelton Crescent 748374  

Sheila Hannant 88, Longwater Lane 743444 

* Sheila Long  

John Newby 6, Carr’s Hill Close 746328  

QUEEN’S HILLS WARD TOWN COUNCILLORS  

Gary Blundell 37, Kestrel Avenue 741097 

Sharon Blundell 37, Kestrel Avenue 741097 

Fiona Carter 67, Peacock Grove 746168 

* John Flowerdew  

* Christopher Mahn   

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS NEW COSTESSEY WARD  

John Amis 96, Olive Road 746665     

Dan Burrill 11, Jerningham Road 449840  

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS OLD COSTESSEY WARD   

Sharon Blundell 37, Kestrel Avenue 741097   

Libby Glover 78, Middleton Crescent 748374   

Terry Laidlaw 3, Hill Top Drive 271687  

COUNTY COUNCILLOR FOR COSTESSEY 

Tim East 7, St Walstans Close 743241  

COUNCIL STAFF   

Town Clerk - Hilary Elias      Deputy Clerk - Nigel Bailey 

Clerk’s Assistants - 

Maggie Vozza, Emma Savage & Debbie Bowles 

Head Groundsman - Barry Barber 

Groundsman/Handy Person - Steven Lester 

Published by Hilary Elias, Town Clerk       

E: info@costesseytc.org         

T: 01603 742958 

www.costessey.org.uk 

@CostesseyTC   

Welcome to our new residents    

As part of the Boundary Changes from April, residents 

from 110 homes went to bed in Bawburgh and woke up 

in Costessey. The last time this happened in South      

Norfolk was in 2003 when around 70 homes left the 

Town of Diss to form the Parish of Heywood.   

Your feedback    

It’s been great to see the        

comments and interaction on  

Facebook and we hope it speeds 

up our response to issues we are 

responsible for, or are involved 

with. One feature on the Play 

Horse at Breckland Park interested  

1,600 people and 150 people 

viewed images of graffiti.        


