
Greenhills Woods Update 
8th March 2019 
 
All of the Corsican pines have now been felled, branches removed and cut into 3.75 
metre lengths except for 6 individual trees. 2 larger specimen trees on the southern 
edge of the wood are being left under Forestry Commission guidance as these two 
trees have grown on the windward side and are more likely to have put down a 
larger root system to cope with higher winds. These particular two trees have grown 
in among some nice oak trees and felling would almost certainly damage the 
surrounding hardwoods.  
 
We estimate that we have felled well over the 250-300 tonnes of timber originally 
quoted for as estimated by the Forestry Commission and we will need to work out an 
additional cost for felling and transporting any amount over 300 tonnes. (we actually 
worked original costings out at 275 tonnes however, we will plan for anything over 
300 tonnes as that is what we originally quoted. My guess is that we have felled 
nearer 380-400 tonnes but we will not know for sure until the timber is transported 
and weighed. 
 
The remaining four standing  trees have been left temporarily as they lean towards a 
number of nice hardwood trees and rather than damage these trees if they were to 
fall the wrong way we have decided to wait until 12th March when the digger is on 
site to give them a push in the right direction when they are cut. 
 
On Tuesday 12th March the diggers return for a week to 10 days to clear the ground 
of the felled timber. Using the forestry trailer, we will move 5-6 tonnes of timber at a 
time to the entrance of the felling area at the top of the slope until all timber is 
cleared. 
 
In recent weeks we have felled a number of very straight (hopefully better quality) 
trees and we are going to separate these logs out when they are moved and stack 
them to one side in the aim to negotiate a better price for them if possible. 
 
On 20th March the large tractor and timber crane trailer is returning to the woods to 
move all the stacked timber down the steep slope and will stack the timber in the ride 
at the bottom of the wood ready for sale collection by lorry. (weather permitting) 
 
The felling area floor will then be raked over by digger and the waste material 
stacked ready for one final burning session (to be arranged nearer the time). 
 
At this time we will need to start planning for the re-planting. Ordering the new trees 
and working out the best planting  plan so that the new trees and the ground is easily 
manageable by the equipment already owned by the Council in future years. I have 
not been in touch with Pauline Williamson for some time but I am now at a better 
position to have planting and planning discussions etc. 
 
Additional safety tape and signs have gone up in the wood. The persistent few dog 
walkers that refuse to obey the signs have kept to the perimeter of the woods well 
out of our way so no issues to report. I am extremely grateful to a resident from the 
Croft (originally one of the negative supporters of the project). He walks his dog in 



there every day and sends me regular text messages on the safety of the trees and if 
any have moved in the wind so I can deal with such issues straight away. He is now 
very positive about the project and is keen to be involved. I’m sure he has kept those 
in the Croft up to date on progress and plans which has been a great help. 
 
In my next update I will organise the amount and species of trees required and 
estimates. I would like to get some quotes for grinding all the trees stumps away 
from the 2.5 acre site leaving a flat surface to prevent tripping hazards and also to 
protect expensive mowers being damaged in the future! 
 
New trees need to be planted from November 2019 until complete. The gateway 
opened up for the lorries will also need to be re-planted with specific trees agreed by 
South Norfolk Council and a new hedge planted at the roadside edge. Forestry 
Commission guidance will be sought at this time. 
 
Thank you all for your support getting to this stage. 
 
Vaughan West 
A&E Tree Services 
 
 


