
Costessey Contact Your Quarterly Newsletter
Issue 79 Summer 2016

The Council manages several areas of woodland which can be accessed from various
points in Costessey. Tree inspections take place on a regular basis, but walkers should
contact us with any concerns. Our emergency numbers are on our website and a recorded
message on our telephone system. In June we applied to the Forestry Commission for a
licence to fell a hectare of Corsican Pine trees in Greenhills Woods on safety grounds, as
they are over 60 years old and beyond their ecological life span. We are exploring ideas to
maybe create a new glade with a bench and will contact residents in the close proximity of
the woods with our plans. Details will be discussed at Council meetings which the public is
always welcome to attend.

It is envisaged that work will commence towards the end of September but due to the large
extent of the works, it will mean the woods will be closed for several weeks with all
entrances fenced off temporarily. A prospective purchaser for the timber is being sought
and our volunteer tree warden, Pauline Williamson, is helping us with grant applications to
fund the cost of re-planting with a selection of mixed broadleaves. Several laws govern the
control of tree felling and we are working closely with the arborist to get the best outcome
for the community. Volunteer Town Councillors will distribute a reminder to dwellings near
to the woods a few days before work starts.

 Improvements planned to Greenhills Woods

   Health and Wellbeing Walks

An informal group meets for friendly sociable
countryside walks on Wednesdays and Fridays
around the local area, often starting at The
Costessey Centre where toilets are available.

A programme of walks can be found on their
website tdcwalks.wordpress.com or by calling
Ray on 01603 261278 or Peter 07887 391733



Pymm & Co Estate Agents kindly sponsored the entertainment stage with acts through to the
fireworks at 10pm. The birds of prey are always a favourite at the annual fete and were part of 100
stalls, a funfair, beer tent and a variety of food outlets. A full list of sponsors is on our website.

Spring fete was a huge success
Cllr Gary Blundell volunteered to arrange much
of the work preparing for the fete and was
supported by the rest of the Councillors who
on the day were joined by forty volunteers
including friends, families and community
groups all giving up time on a Bank Holiday.
Heavy rain was forecast, but an hour before
the gates opened the Met Office revised it to
the next day. Grey clouds hovered all day,
making for a chilly occasion but the rain didn’t
come until after the fireworks and visitors had
long gone home. Volunteers were on site until
2am ensuring the grounds were safe and
ready for use the next day. Norton Legal of
Taverham covered the cost of lunches for our
volunteers from ‘The Wrap Bar.’

X Factor contestant, singer and songwriter
Olivia Watson, 16 was a star performer.

   Encouraging young people to
    support their community

Under the stewardship of their parents
Keiran, Callum and Alisha Blundell were
awarded certificates by Town Council
Chairman, Patrick O’Connor for their
volunteering throughout a long day.

In particular we noticed the effort and
contribution made by young volunteers who
helped on site throughout the day and continued
to assist well after the public had left. They
ensured the grounds were kept tidy and ready
for recreational use the next day. We are
extremely proud of the areas we manage and
we are often judged by their appearance. Credit
to the young volunteers, their parents and their
schools for setting a good example and
encouraging young people to support their
community. They all worked tirelessly as a team
to support the management of the event and
were flexible with the duties they were asked to
undertake. Special thanks also to our volunteer
First Aid Team ‘EPIC’ led by Sharon Thompson.

An estimated 4,000 attended with profits
being used to support next year’s event.

http://norwichdoortodoor.org.uk/home/mission/
http://norwichdoortodoor.org.uk/home/mission/


We maintain the dog litter bins and
contract South Norfolk Council to empty
them at a cost of £1,452 last year. If we
identify a prolific dog fouling problem in a
particular area we’ll gladly apply for the
licence to install one. They have to be
situated near to the highway for ease of
collection. It is inexcusable and
unacceptable to allow a dog to foul on
the football pitches where children play.
Our CCTV cameras have been adjusted
and we’ll work with the community to
identify offenders.

Queen’s Hills - An update
We are as frustrated as you with the lack of progress with some
aspects of infrastructure and we continue to challenge the
Consortium of Developers at meetings with the Planning
Authority. The football pitches (adjacent to the bus lane) and bus
shelter provisions are breaches under a legal agreement and the
provision of the bus lane is a breach under a planning condition.
With over 1,550 dwellings now occupied and more being built,
we deal with many enquires relating to the delays, but we only
actually manage West Costessey Hall on Poethlyn Drive, five
dog bins and a notice board near to the school. We continue to
feed in your concerns and represent your views. We support the
concept of a second vehicle exit from the development and
welcome your opinions and involvement.

   Bob the static builder
helps signpost deliveries.

Long overdue bus lane will
have vehicle recognition.

Costessey History Open Day
 at The Costessey Centre

 Monday 12th September

 St Walstan’s Documentary 10:30am

Edith Cavell Slide Show & Talk 11:30am

Painting Gallery Tour 12:15pm

Free Entry with refreshments available

Exhibition, Photographs & Pictures
Councillors’ Question Time

   Meet Barbara & Peter, your Community Connectors

Doors open at 10am. Bring along your memorabilia
Bring along pictures like this.
We have the equipment to
enhance and digitalise them.



 OVERHANGING BRANCHES & HEDGES

 LOOK OUT FOR SAM!
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Sewer flood alleviation scheme – The Street, Costessey
Anglian Water are going to be doing some essential work along The Street in Costessey
to help to reduce sewer flooding in the area. The foul water drainage sewer needs
upgrading and the work includes installing additional sewer pipework, a storage tank and
pump. This work is expected to start on Monday 5th September for ten weeks. A section
of The Street, between the Folgate Lane and Town House Road junctions will be closed
and a clearly signposted diversion route via Taverham will be in place. Throughout this
period local residential and business access will not be restricted, however, no through
traffic will be permitted.
If you have any further queries
contact Anglian Water on -

 03457 145 145

We would like to remind you that it is the
responsibility of the occupants to ensure that
vegetation and trees from their property do not
overhang FOOTWAYS AND ROADS. This will
ensure pedestrians and push chairs are not forced
onto the highway. South Norfolk Council offers a
Handyperson service that helps with small jobs
around the house at a reasonable cost and
sometimes they are free. The Handyperson
co-ordinator can be contacted on 01508 533633.

We’ve match funded a £1,575 grant from Norfolk
County Council to buy a Speed Awareness
Machine which will record data to help us identify
areas for further enforcement. Recently a Police led
campaign caught many drivers speeding on Sir
Alfred Munnings Road amongst other areas. The
new device is owned and maintained by the Town
Council and will be attached to lamp posts.
Annually we consider
using funds for local
highway improvements.
We are currently
working with engineers
to scope Wig-Wag lights
to make a safer crossing
on the raised table
opposite The Costessey
Centre, Longwater
Lane.


