
Costessey Town Council 

 Property & Environment Committee 31 January 2019  

 

 
 

Minutes of the Property & Environment Committee of Costessey Town Council, held 
on Thursday 31 January 2019 at 7pm at The Costessey Centre NR8 5AH  

 
Present: Cllrs J Amis (Chair), G Blundell, J Newby, P O’Connor, N Bailey (Deputy Clerk) and one 
member of the public representing Costessey Sports Assn.            
 
 
To receive apologies for absence 
PE001/19: Cllr S Blundell (Childcare) and Cllr M Bedford (unwell) 
 
To receive declarations of interest 
PE002/19: None declared.   
 
To confirm and sign the minutes of the last meeting on 21 November 2018       
PE003/19: It was noted that the minutes of the previous meeting had already been signed and 
approved by Full Council.  
 
To consider initiatives to reduce Dog fouling and Litter.   
PE004/19: Dog Fouling: The Sports Club kindly offered to undertake some pro-active patrols in 
order to act as a deterrent and re-educate offenders. They would report incidents to South Norfolk 
Council which might encourage Enforcement Officers to visit Costessey more frequently. Dogs ‘Off 
Leads’ were also a concern at the sites as owners ignored the signage. It was felt that the two 
issues were linked as dogs off a lead could foul without the knowledge of the owner.             
Research byelaws re: Dogs on Leads.  ACTION: Deputy Clerk  
 
PE005/19: Litter: Grounds Staff empty the bins at CTC sites regularly and Heritage Contract 
Services Ltd empty the bins at bus shelters weekly. The Town Council was willing to provide 
volunteers with equipment and support community groups wishing to participate in the annual ‘Big 
Litter Pick.’ Additional or larger bins at bus shelters could be reviewed once further information was 
received from Heritage on usage.  ACTION: Deputy Clerk           
RECOMMENDED to full Council that CTC further promote initiatives like the SNC Big Litter 
Pick by using social media and the newsletter.   
 
To receive an update on Street Lights transfer. 
PE006/19: Solicitors from both parties were engaged with the aim of CTC taking on responsibility of 
189 lights from 1st April 2019.  Solicitors were in the process of agreeing common ground.  The 
contractor had warned that the industry usually received an increase in demand for lighting services 
after 1st April, so delays were likely if orders were placed after this date.                
            
To receive update on vandalism to Bus Shelters.    
PE007/19: Following an act of vandalism, glass repairs to two panels had been completed to the 
shelters either side of the Roundwell Medical Centre and an insurance claim progressed.  A further 
incident had occurred as two polycarbonate panels had been removed from the shelters opposite 
the vets’ practice on Longwater Lane.  One had been found damaged in a nearby field and the other 
was missing.  Users had been in contact with the office requesting the panels be replaced as they 
were feeling the draught.  The Head Groundsman was unable to undertake repairs as certain 
techniques and tools were required.  ACTION: Contract repairs.  
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To consider quotes for the re-surfacing of play areas at Longwater Lane. 
PE008/19: Previously the Town Council had approved complete removal and replacement of the 
failing wet pour in the toddler play area.  Following further advice and site meetings, a ‘skim’ was 
advised as an option and two quotes had been received offering five-year guarantees.  
Additionally, whilst on site, one contractor had suggested replacing the mats around the spinners 
with wet pour.  The Head Groundsman was supportive of the concept, but consideration had to be 
given to the depth of the high-pressure gas main pipe underground.  If both projects were awarded 
to the same contractor, it was likely to offer savings.      
RECOMMENDED to full council that staff seek combined quotes and bring them back to the 
Property & Environment Committee for consideration.  ACTION: Deputy Clerk 
   
To consider extending the hedgerow along Longwater Lane 
PE009/19: It was felt that whilst the fencing was new and in good condition, there was no 
requirement for a hedgerow.   
RECOMMENDED to full Council: Not to plant an extension to the hedgerow.  
 
To receive an update on the Miscanthus at the Cemetery 
PE010/19: The crop was doing well and had been sprayed with the prescribed pesticides.   
 
To consider street names for Lodge Farm Phase 2 (Hampden View) 
PE011/19: Taylor Wimpey had provided a list of futuristic ship names for consideration. Thirteen 
streets required naming soon. They would continue to include the Costessey Knot on signs at no 
cost to the Town Council.  Endorsed were - Apollo Crescent, Babylon Drive, Enterprise Gardens, 
Icarus Rise, Tingle Close, Odyssey Crescent, Ascension Avenue, Normandy Grove, Prometheus 
Crescent, Andromeda Close, Phoenix Way, Serenity Place, Athena Avenue, Hyperion Row, 
Voyager Crescent & Orville Place.  It was felt that a road named after Alice Baker was more suitable 
for a smaller development if the Town Council was given the opportunity to suggest one.  The Town 
Council had not been consulted over Kost Road off Townhouse Road, which Bennett Homes 
selected. They understood that ‘Costessey’ derived from the Anglo-Saxon for Kost’s Island.    
RECOMMENDED to full Council that the above suggestions be put forward to South Norfolk 
Council by Taylor Wimpey for Lodge Farm Phase 2.   
PE012/19: RECOMMENDED to full Council that “Alice Baker” be recognised on a future 
smaller development, if the Town Council were consulted.  
 
To receive an update on grant applications for Play Equipment    
PE013/19: An application for a £25,000 grant from Tarmac Landfill towards equipment at Breckland 
Park was through to the final stages.            
 
To consider quotes for Play Equipment at Breckland Park      
PE014/19: Councillors were disappointed with the three quotes; it was acknowledged that a zip wire 
was a popular feature the children wanted.  The Deputy Clerk felt that the best way forward was for 
Town Councillors to meet play equipment providers on site as they had not followed the design brief 
on this occasion.  Use of the CIL monies could be considered later.  ACTION: Deputy Clerk     
 
PE015/19: RESOLVED to continue the meeting without excluding the press and public  
 
To receive update on drainage at Queen’s Hills Community Centre 
PE016/19: John Youngs had undertaken some alterations to some of the foul waste drainage pipes 
and issues would continue to be monitored.  In January 2019 Anglia Water were contacted as pipes 
were blocked along Redpoll Road & Poethlyn Drive affecting drainage from the Community Centre. 
The Town Council was not to blame or liable for this.    
 
PE017/19: The meeting finished at 9:04pm.                  
Chairman:         Date:  


